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            Help build our bicycle network! Take action: Sign the petition today!
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            Advocate for park and greenway funding!
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            Keep up with local sustainability news. 
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            Inspire choices that lead to a healthy, equitable, and vibrant community as a Sustain Charlotte donor!
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            Take a look at some of the amazing impacts you helped support in 2022.
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      Sustain Charlotte is a community-based nonprofit organization advocating for smart growth solutions to Charlotte’s sustainability challenges. We inspire choices that lead to a healthy, equitable and vibrant community for generations to come.  LEARN MORE




    

  


  

  
    	



  

    
    

    

      
      
        
      

      

       Featured post


      CATS plans a better bus system


      As CATS recently shared the good news that more people are riding transit, the need to invest in that system is clearer than ever. At the February 28th meeting of the Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC), local leaders discussed ridership trends, service improvements, bus purchases, and a fiscally constrained plan to expand the network. 
Here are some key takeaways from the meeting:
1. CATS is planning a fiscally constrained Transit System Plan Implementation Strategy. The implementation of this plan assumes that a new local funding source will become available in order to leverage federal formula funds, competitive grants, and other funds. The strategy includes investments in the future 29 mile Silver Line light rail, 25 mile Red Line commuter rail, 6 mile Gold Line streetcar extension, 5.5 mile Blue Line light rail extension, and a better bus network. 

New local funding would be needed to complete the envisioned transit network. (image: CATS)
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       Featured post


      Speaking up for parks and greenways


      We believe that greenways, parks, and nature preserves are fundamental to a healthy, vibrant, equitable community. That’s why we tirelessly advocate for Mecklenburg County to create more of them and maintain the ones we already have.
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       Featured post


      CATS bus service becomes more reliable


      At the January 24th meeting of the Metropolitan Transit Commission, we learned about a lot of ways that CATS is addressing concerns about vehicle maintenance, staffing, and service reliability. 
Here's a recap of 7 key updates:
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       Featured post


      Ten park and greenway advocates show up to support funding


      
Advocates from across the community showed up to speak about the importance of funding parks and greenways at the January 17 county budget hearing. Photo: Hope Wright
On Wednesday, January 17, ten park and greenway advocates joined our Advocacy Manager Hope Wright to speak at the Board of County Commissioners' budget public hearing. These incredible advocates showed up with stories about the ways green spaces improve their mental and spiritual health, their importance as safe transportation corridors, their intrinsic value as habitat, and one of the driving forces behind choosing to put down roots in our community. We are so proud and grateful for their time and dedication to our park and greenway network. 
You can watch them address commissioners in this meeting recording and read Hope's statement below.
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       Featured post


      Transportation, Planning and Development Committee: January 8, 2024


      On Monday, January 8, the Charlotte City Council’s Transportation, Planning and Development Committee had their first meeting of the year, and a lot was covered. Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) interim CEO Brent Cagle delivered an update on recent happenings, Planning Director Alyson Craig gave an informational presentation about the UDO and community engagement, and Chief Sustainability and Resiliency Officer Sarah Hazel provided an update on the Strategic Energy Action Plan (SEAP) with next steps for the city. Here are the highlights.
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       Featured post


      Sustain Charlotte supports program that will help city reach its 2030 Strategic Energy Action Plan goal


      
Last night our Director of Engagement & Impact Meg Fencil spoke at the public hearing for the city’s entry into Duke Energy’s Green Source Advantage Bridge program. Charlotte City Council then voted to enter into an agreement to support the creation of a solar farm project that will bring the City within 19% of reaching its 2030 Strategic Energy Action Plan goal of zero-carbon municipal buildings! We will continue advocating for climate-friendly energy and transportation investments. Today we pause to celebrate and congratulate the many advocates, government staff, and our elected officials who made this momentous investment a reality! 
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       Featured post


      8 things we will fight for in 2024


      
This year, we will continue tirelessly advocating for solutions that reduce our impact on the climate, advance racial equity, connect communities, and support residents’ health and access to opportunities – and we’re committed to making it easy for you to do so, too. 
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       Featured post


      2023 Impact 704 Academy Session 3: A recap


      
During the third and final session of our 2023 Impact 704 Academy series on Thursday, attendees learned all about the importance of transportation choices for the health and vitality of our community. 


      
      Continue reading
      

    




  
  


 



	



  

    
    

    

      
      
        
      

      

       Featured post


      2023 Impact 704 Academy Session 2: A recap


      More than 40 Charlotte-area residents gathered at Charlotte Art League in northeast Charlotte for the second session of Sustain Charlotte’s Impact 704 Academy on Thursday evening. 
This session highlighted land use and how our city is designed and planned. 
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       Featured post


      CATS ridership is up, employees are happier


      
On Wednesday, November 15, the Metropolitan Transit Commission (MTC) met to receive updates from the transit work group and interim Charlotte Area Transit System (CATS) CEO Brent Cagle. Commission members also voted on two action items: a potential budget increase for the Independence Busway project and changes to service on bus routes 57 and 235. 
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			Read more Sustain Charlotte blog posts
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			Our work is generously supported by the foundations and businesses below.

America Public Transportation Association • Energy Foundation
New Belgium Brewing • TransitCenter •  Truist • Wells Fargo
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation



		


		
	  
		
		
		

		
			PLATINUM PARTNERS

	Flywheel Group
	Lovill House Inn
	Sun Raised Foods


 

		

		
			GOLD PARTNERS

	AARP
	Ally
	Bike Law NC
	Birdsong Brewing Company
	Community Room Rental
	Crescent Communities
	Go-Station
	
Insight Architects


	Lowe's
	Mecklenburg County Solid Waste
	National Gypsum
	
Natural Awakenings

	Segra
	Wooden Robot Brewery


		

		
			SILVER PARTNERS

	Camp North End
	Goode Properties
	
Google Fiber

	JE Dunn
	Mindful & Good
	Neighboring Concepts
	Pasta & Provisions
	Super Cool HVAC
	USGBC
	WSP


 

		

		
			BRONZE PARTNERS

	Bellhop
	Bird
	Bluefrog Plumbing
	
Boingo Graphics


	Carolina Urban Lumber
	
Duke Energy

	Goodwill Industries of the Southern Piedmont
	
HDR

	Hill + House
	Integra Architecture
	Lime
	Little
	
NC Sustainable Energy Association 


	Piercing Sun Consulting
	QTS Group
	Stantec
	
STV

	The Mill Coworking 
	
UNC Charlotte

	Zen Business






 

		


	






		 


            














          


        
		 

        

      

      
    

    
    
    

      

      


      

    

    
    
  

  
  



  
